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Welcome to the Roman Catholic Parishes of the Elk Valley 

Holy Family Parish       St. Michaels’s Parish          St. Bernard’s Mission  

129 Centennial Square 

Sparwood, BC 

Mailing Address: 

PO Box 167, V0B 2G0 

Parish Office: 250-425-2327 
Pastor Office: 250-425-6444 

Email: sparwood@nelsondiocese.org  

Website: 
https://stmichaelssparwood.org 

 

 

 

 

800 Natal Road 

Elkford, BC 

Mailing Address: 

PO Box 167, V0B 2G0 

C/O St. Michaels Parish  

Parish Office: 250-865-2711 

Website: 

https://stmichaelssparwood.org 

 

521 4th Avenue 

Fernie, BC 

Mailing Address: 

PO Box 519, V0B 1M0 

Parish Office: 250-423-6127 

Pastor Office: 250-425-6444 

Email: fernie@nelsondiocese.org 

Website: 
https://holyfamilyfernie.ca 

 

 

 Mass Services for the Elk Valley  
Pastor: Father Thomas Kakkaniyil 

 
 

 
Holy Family Parish  

 

Saturday - 5:00 PM 

Rocky Mountain 

Village - Fernie 

No Mass– 11:00 AM 

Wednesday, Nov 8 

 

St. Bernard’s Mission 

  

Sunday - 1:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

St. Michael’s Parish 

 

Sunday - 11:00 AM 

No Mass on Thursday Nov 9 

 

Lilac Terrace – Sparwood 

No Mass Friday, Nov 10 – 

11:00 AM 

The Holy  

Rosary is prayed 30 minutes 

before Mass. 

Confessions 30 minutes before 

Mass or by appointment 

 

 

mailto:sparwood@nelsondiocese.org
https://stmichaelssparwood.org/
https://stmichaelssparwood.org/
mailto:fernie@nelsondiocese.org
https://holyfamilyfernie.ca/
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Pastor’s Message 

 
Pastor’s Message: November 5, 2023 

Dear Friends, 

Importance of Holy Mass and reception of Holy Communion in our lives 

The month November always reminds us of our dear and near departed ones who were once very close to us. We celebrate 
All Saints’ Day as well as all souls day.  

What is meant by All Saints’ Day. There are saints like St. Francis, St. Lawrence, St. Theresa of Avila, or St. little Teresa of 
Jesus who are honoured very specially in the church. St. Paul calls us saints as we are baptized in the church. All the 
baptized are saints either recognized or un-recognized. They might be our parents or children or friends who are no more 
with us. All Saints’ Day, we remember all such people. 

All souls day is the day of remembering the dear and near ones of our lives who are no more with us but need our prayers 

and offerings. If a holy Mass for the repose of the soul is offered, then our dear and near ones will benefit from it. If they are 

already in heaven, then the same prayers will be used for the thousands of souls who have no one to pray for. 

I try to offer Holy Mass intentions for the members of the parishes for the important days of the members as:  marriage 

anniversaries, birthdays either of the dead or of the alive which is the biggest gift we can offer to them. It is valuable than 

thousands of dollars in our bank accounts for our lives, for our security and services.  

God’s blessings 

Fr. Thomas Kakkaniyil, Pastor of Elk-valley parishes 

1.There will not be Holy Mass on 5 

2. I am thankful to all of you who are responding positively to my request of special donation towards the 

Pilgrimage Faith Appel. Parish of Fernie has to go a long way to reach their goal and save tax free money. 

Congratulations to members of Sparwood and Elkford parishes who are receiving back money from the pilgrimage of Faith. 

Remember, every dollar we collect above the diocesan goal is returned to the parish tax free.  

3. Both parishes of Holy Family and Saint Michael have already started the catechism classes. If you are looking one in your 

parish for your children, please contact the office and send your children to the catechism classes.  

4. Synodal church is the church which is able to accommodate everyone with any differences of mind sets to the main 

community of the church as Jesus was able to accommodate every one of the society. It is going back to the original church 

of the Apostles. 

Weekly Mass Intentions 

November 4 – 10 

Saturday   November 4  Mass at 5:00 PM                Intention for Repose of the Soul of Helen Bachlet                                                                    

Sunday   November 5  Mass at 11:00 AM              Intention for Repose of the Soul of Michael Latka 

                                                                                                                        Requested by: Tom & Wendy Rybachuk 

Sunday     November 5  Mass at 1:00 PM       Intention for the Elk Valley Parishes 

Monday  November 6  Mass at 9:30 AM       Intention for M.S.T 

Tuesday   November 7  Mass at 7:00 PM            Intention for Health and Wellness: Arin Martins 

                                                                                                                        Requested by: Paula & Joe Martins 
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(Extracts from Internet and google search) Religion Media Centre 

https://religionmediacentre.org.uk › news › timeline-t…The synod Process in the Catholic Church under Pope Francis from 

October 2 to 28 

 
By Christopher Lamb 

4-29 October 2023 Catholic bishops, priests, and lay women and men from all over the world gather in Rome for the Synod of 

Bishops to discuss “synodality” — the way in which all members of the church participate in the church and its mission. It it is 

part of an extraordinary three-year renewal process initiated by Pope Francis, with all 1.3 billion Catholics invited to contribute, 

culminating in two synod meetings of bishops in Rome in October 2023 and a year later in 2024. This timeline shows key 

moments in that process. 

“Synod” is derived from two Greek words syn, meaning together, and hodos, meaning road or way. It is used for a religious 

meeting or assembly coming together. The first formal recorded meetings of church leaders can be traced back to the mid-second 

century. In modern history, synod assemblies have been held once every three or four years and last for one month. 

In the past only bishops (and some clergy or religious brothers) have had the power to vote. At the synod in Rome, 54 out of the 

365 voting delegates will, for the first time, be women. 

During the pontificates of John Paul II and Benedict XVI, a number of those attending or witnessing synod gatherings criticised 

them for being overly controlled by Rome. When Pope Francis was Cardinal Archbishop of Buenos Aires, he took a leading role 

in the 2001 synod, but the experience convinced him that the synod structure needed to be overhauled. “There was, in short, a pre-

selection of materials,” Francis said. “Clearly there was a failure to understand what a synod is.” 

Over the past 10 years, Francis has overhauled and bolstered the Synod of Bishops structure, seeking to make them a place of 

open debate and conducting an honest discernment about the church’s mission. He has also sought to create a synodal culture at 

every level of the church and encourage parishes and dioceses to establish forums of listening and participation, which include all 

Catholics. 

Background 

1965, 15 September Pope Paul VI established the Synod of Bishops as a permanent institution to keep alive the 

consultative and collegial spirit experienced at the Second Vatican Council (1962-65). 

Timeline under Pope Francis from 2013 

2015 50th anniversary of the establishment of the Synod of Bishops by St Paul VI. Pope Francis said: “From the beginning of my 

ministry as Bishop of Rome, I sought to enhance the Synod, which is one of the most precious legacies of the Second Vatican 

Council … it is precisely this path of synodality which God expects of the church in the third millennium.” Link >> 

2016, 19 March (released 8 April) Pope Francis releases Amoris Laetita, his document following the two synods on the family. 

The text resets the church’s pastoral mission to families moving away from rigid norms but seeks to reclaim a deeper moral 

theology through an emphasis on accompaniment and discernment. It includes an opening to allow for divorced and remarried 

Catholics to return to communion. He insists that the church is called “to form consciences, not to replace them”. Link >> 

2018, 2 March Vatican’s theological advisory commission publishes Synodality in Life and Mission of the Church, explaining the 

theological roots of synodality and pushing for a reform that “shapes the church in view of synodality”. It insists that the Synod of 

Bishops “is a privileged structure for implementing and promoting synodality at every level of the church”. Link >> 

2019, 26 October Special assembly on the Pan-Amazonian Region, which lasts three weeks, discussed environmental destruction 

in the Amazon, indigenous communities and shortage of priests. Final document calls for the ordination of married men as priests 

and consideration of women deacons. A new commission for the study of female deacons is announced by the Pope. Link >> 

2020, 2 February Pope publishes his response to the Amazon synod with the document Querida Amazonia. He does not take 

forward proposals for the ordination of married men but neither does he turn down the request, leaving the final document of the 

Amazon synod to stand in its own right. 

2021, February Sister Nathalie Becquart appointed to be one of two undersecretaries of the Synod of Bishops, the first woman to 

hold this position. Religion Media Centre link >> 

2021, 10 October Pope Francis officially opens the synodal process For a Synodal Church: Communion, Partiipation and 

Mission during a Mass in St Peter’s Square with local dioceses following. Link >> View the RMC briefing on this here >> Read 

our RMC report here >> 

Gatherings of Catholics in each province start 

2022, June Irish Catholics publish their findings from the synodal consultation. The majority favour the ordination of women, 

marriage for priests who want it, greater roles for divorced and remarried people or couples and single parents, and more respect 

for LGBTQI+ people. They also want better-prepared, shorter sermons and the removal of bloodthirsty Old Testament readings 

from masses and other liturgies. Irish Times article here >> 

2022, July The National Synthesis Document, published by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, summarises 

results of synodical consultation. Catholics express concern at clerical sexual abuse, call for wider participation especially from 

women and ethnic minorities, and emphasise need for mission and outreach. Link >> 

2023, March Pope marks 10 years in office with his moves towards synodality said to be his key achievement. RMC briefing here 

>> 

2023, April Francis announces that 70 non-bishop members of the synod will have a vote; half of them will be women; and some 

will be young people. They will be proposed to the Pope by regional blocs, with Francis making a final decision. In addition, five 

religious sisters will join five priests as voting representatives for religious orders. These people will make up one-fifth of the total 

number of votes cast Link >> 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Message Continued… 

https://religionmediacentre.org.uk/
https://www.cristoraul.org/ENGLISH/readinghall/READING-HALL-JWC/HEFELE/2_A-history-of-the-councils-of-the-church_COUNCILS-OF-THE-FIRST-TWO-CENTURIES.html
https://www.cristoraul.org/ENGLISH/readinghall/READING-HALL-JWC/HEFELE/2_A-history-of-the-councils-of-the-church_COUNCILS-OF-THE-FIRST-TWO-CENTURIES.html
https://www.laciviltacattolica.com/what-is-the-churchs-vocation-pope-francis-in-conversation-with-the-maltese-jesuits/
http://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2015/october/documents/papa-francesco_20151017_50-anniversario-sinodo.pdf
https://www.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20160319_amoris-laetitia_en.pdf
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/cti_documents/rc_cti_20180302_sinodalita_it.html
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/synod/documents/rc_synod_doc_20191026_sinodo-amazzonia_en.html
https://religionmediacentre.org.uk/news/sister-on-a-mission-to-reform-the-catholic-church/
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2021/documents/20211010-omelia-sinodo-vescovi.html
https://religionmediacentre.org.uk/rmc-briefings/briefing-catholic-synod-reform/
https://religionmediacentre.org.uk/news/shaking-the-structures-of-the-catholic-church/
https://www.irishtimes.com/ireland/social-affairs/2022/06/17/irish-catholics-want-wave-of-change-to-church/
http://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2022/06/synod-national-synthesis-england-wales.pdf
https://religionmediacentre.org.uk/rmc-briefings/pope-francis-marks-ten-years-in-office/
https://religionmediacentre.org.uk/rmc-briefings/pope-francis-marks-ten-years-in-office/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/apr/27/pope-francis-gives-women-right-to-vote-in-bishops-meeting-for-first-time
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Finance Report 

Contributions for the week of 

October 21, 2023 

 

 

News and Announcements 

Catechism 
Contact the Parish office for more info. 

fernie@nelsondiocese.org  

All Children are invited to join 
Catechism in the Hall 

 

 

Actual: $1,876.67 

Budget: $1,000.00 

Variance: ($876.00) 

Total Contributions YTD 

$45,818.99 

Pilgrimage of Faith  

       Goal: $21,650.00 

Received: $9,265.00 

Needed to reach goal: ($12,384.31) 

e-Transfer for Holy Family 

etranfer.hfpfernie@nelsondiocese.org 

All of your donations are greatly 

appreciated. There are other 

methods to use for donation including 

e-Transfer and SAG (Stewardship 

(Pre) Authorized Giving. Enquire at 

the office for more information. 

Thank you for your kindness. 

              November 4, 2023 

  

  Liturgical Reader                         Sacristan       

  Patrice Oscienny                       Diane Slywka 

 

 

               November 11, 2023 

 

  Liturgical Reader                             Sacristan 

      Theresa Cole-Smith            Lucrecia Lynch 

 

 

Church Cleaners 

 

October 30 – November 13 

 

   Gary Smith and Kathy Smith 

 

Volunteer schedule 

 

mailto:fernie@nelsondiocese.org
mailto:etranfer.hfpfernie@nelsondiocese.org

