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19th/20th June — Middle of the Year? 
Dear All,  

I just can’t believe that Monday is the summer solstice!  But 
while we are at about the middle of the year, hopefully the vast 
majority of the summer is still to come.  Not having had a proper 
holiday for years I was so much hoping that, with my truck now 
fully repaired, Thumper and I could wander off and have ten days away 
totally disconnected while roaming through some unexplored areas of this 
beautiful land.  But that might just have to wait until 2022. 

Monday is National Indigenous Peoples’ Day in Canada 

While the roots of this day go back to the end of the Second World War, it was in 
1982 that the body, now known as the Assembly of First Nations, started a 
campaign to have this day officially recognised, which happened across Canada in 
1996.  This means that this is “the national 25th anniversary of celebrating the 
heritage, diverse cultures and outstanding achievements of First Nations, Inuit and 
Métis peoples!” (Picture and quote are from the Government’s website) 

Our Current Weekend Mass Schedule for the Elk Valley is:  
Fernie on Saturday evening at 5pm,  
Sparwood at 9am Sunday morning,  

and Elkford at 4pm Sunday afternoon.
The Sunday Mass is broadcast via Zoom from Fernie & Sparwood (see below).

Our churches are now open for limited numbers –  
please see below for pre-registering system. 

Covid is still in the population – so caution is needed!
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Changing hats slightly, as Provincial Spiritual Advisor to the Catholic Women’s 
League I want to highlight the good work the League is doing in pursuing all 
aspects of equality and recognising the dignity of all peoples.  The League’s 
National President, Anne Gorman, recently wrote to Archbishop Richard Gagnon:  

As stated in the League’s Executive Handbook under the dignity and rights of 
persons, “It is our responsibility, as Christian women and members of a 
national organization, to play an active role in opposing discrimination 
wherever and in whatever form it appears.”  Members anticipate that the 
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, under your direction and with the 
help of the Holy Spirit and Our Lady’s intercession, will find the words and 
actions to bring about healing.  

Obviously with the revelations that have come out of the Residential School in 
Kamloops, this year’s National Indigenous Peoples’ Day will have a special 
significance, or perhaps a particular poignancy.  On Monday please remember the 
First Nations Peoples of Canada in your prayers. 

For Information:  Many people have asked me technical questions about the 
Residential Schools and really I don’t know the answer to these questions, and 
sadly, much of the press has not answered them well.  So at the end of this e-mail I 
have included four pages from the Toronto Archdiocese entitled, “Frequently 
Asked Questions Regarding Residential Schools”;  I hope it might help. 

And Finally... 
Thumper is all a bit confused with this Fathers’ Day thing; no, his confusion is not 
where the apos t rophe 
should go, but how he 
should mark the day.  He is 
a ‘pure-bred’ so he knows 
who is ‘father’ is (even if 
his mother only met that 
dog once!)  But then where 
do I come into this? 

He has concluded that he 
will get one of his favourite 
things and give it to me… 
but he also thinks he might 
chew it just a little bit more 
so the ends aren’t too sharp.  
You might want to do the 
same for any Dads in your 
life!  

With prayers, 

Fr. David & Thumper
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Attending Sunday Mass 
We Are Open!!! 

In case you missed it, we are now allowed up to 
fifty people at any Sunday Mass.  

Firstly, and most importantly, we must 
remember to take seriously the Covid protocols of ‘hands, face and space’: 
sanitise one’s hands, keep one’s face covered, and keep a good space around you. 

Registering Upon Arrival at Church 
In Sparwood they are in the process of setting up a system for those who regularly 
attend Sunday Mass.  People will give all their contact details just once and these 
will be double checked (hand written e-mail addresses are not always that clear!), 
and then they will have some other easy identifier, like the person’s envelope 
number.  This means that once registered a person coming to church just has to 
confirm the health questions and give their envelope number.  Hopefully this will 
simplify and speed up entry to Mass and ensure we have good and accurate contact 
information.  This might be extended to the other parishes.  So please be aware of 
what is happening.  And if your name is difficult to spell or you have a complicated 
e-mail address, you could always write it down clearly and give it to the welcomer. 

Communion After Mass 
Even with the churches open I will continue to distribute Communion after Mass 
for those who as yet can’t join us in the building.  But with obviously a lot fewer 
people coming to Communion after Mass I have slightly revise the times when it 
will be available.  So the new times are: 

Fernie – 6pm to 6:30pm 
Sparwood – 10am to 11am 
Elkford – 5pm to 5:30pm 

Everyone still needs to be careful. 
Even having a Covid vaccination doesn’t prevent you carrying the disease and 
giving it to others!  We are told that it does reduce the chances of you passing it on 
and it does greatly reduce the severity of the illness should you contract it, but it is 
not an absolute guarantee that you will not pass it on to someone for whom it might 
be life threatening.  Thus if you are vaccinated, please don’t say, “I’m okay, I have 
had the jab, so I can go and hug people.”  This might be given as a gesture of love 
and kindness, but now is not the time for this.  Everyone still needs to be careful. 
Many times I have been in a pastoral situation where someone has said, “Father, I 
don’t mind if you take off your mask.”  That is kind, and even if everyone in the 
room has been vaccinated, it might be that the last person we were talking to was 
carrying the virus and, without knowing it, one of us is now carrying it. The person 
who we had contact with might not have had any symptoms and we might not have 
symptoms, but the virus might still be there.  Everyone still needs to be careful. 
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Zoom Links 
Link to Weekend Masses 

To get the link to our two weekend Masses please send an e-mail to one of our 
parish offices with your name and you will then receive the link each week. 

info@holyfamilyfernie.ca 
ElkValleyRC@gmail.com 

Audio Only 
So don’t forget, if you are off camping and your data plan does not allow you to 
watch Sunday Mass on Zoom without using up all of your month’s data in one go, 
then you can always call in and listen.  Again, e-mail the office for the link for this. 

Chat: 
Feel free to greet people via the chat when you join our broadcast, and if you are 
praying for anything particular, do share this with others on the Chat. 
Hopefully our “1A - Chat (Co-Host)” will pick this up and pass it on to me. 
If you don’t want everyone to see your message you can send your message directly 
to “1A - Chat” and it will remain private. 

Waiting Room:   
Please note when you log on you will be put in a “waiting room”. 
Hopefully as soon as we see you waiting we will let you in. 
If there is a bit of a delay, please just wait;  
the co-host or myself will be with you as quickly as we can. 

mailto:info@holyfamilyfernie.ca
mailto:ElkValleyRC@gmail.com
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